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Mammoths, china dogs,
clouds and vikings: welcome

to the artistic world of
TOBY ZIEGLER

IT WAS NEARLY impossible to see Toby Ziegler's woolly mammoth at this
year's \enice Biennale. The sculpture, named Pathetic Fallacy, fabricated from
wood, blacktar, ground coffee and horse hair, was part of the highly anticipated
Hamnster Wheel group show curated by Franz West. But getting to the show,
which was held at a remote site, required a journey on a precarious, artist-
constructed raft manned by near-naked men wearing Viking helmets. After
the opening day it was banned by the Venetian transport authority and taxis
were discouraged from taking people aver. The most determined visitors hired
overpriced gondolas to take them, presumably compelled by Ziegler's past
work — sculptures of pineapples, palm trees, sphinxes and ruins sometimes
woven into Persian carpets, the recurring pattern mimicking the geometric
style of his paintings. Interested in palimpsests, enigmas and the evolution
of meaning, Ziegler says, “It's a problem when works become knowledge-
dependent, which is why for my latest paintings | have been reinterpreting
clouds - viewers naturally project their own meanings upon them.” He's also
been working on a pair of large bronze sculptures of dogs based onthe kitsch
Staffordshire pottery that decorates the mantlepieces of middle England and
which he describes as “exotic.” “They're based on these oriental lion dogs, but
today they appear lumpen. Only the detailing on their faces signifies the form
as adog. | like the evolution of these middle-class monuments and the stretch
of imagination required to turn them into a dog. | see some kind of French king
intheir faces." Xerxes Cook

Hamster Wheelis at the Festival de Printemps de Septembre, Toulouse,
September 21-October 14, Souffle is at the Kunstraum Innsbruck until
Movember 13. Toby Ziegler is at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield,
Nowvember 3-January 6, 2008. www.simonleegallerycom

Right: Toby Ziegler's studio photographed by Wolfgang Stahl
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