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While Mr. Simmeons has enjoyed success-
ful shows all over the United States, he has

‘not been a part of the international carnival

‘of biennials, which have overwhelmingly
favored video. His significance may lie in
what has come to define the best art of the
90’s, a return to basics during a high-tech
decade in which art required no more of an
attention span than MTV.

‘That approach will be on view in his fifth
solo exhibition, “Wishful Drinking,” which
opens on Sept. 15 at his New York gallery,
Metro Pictures. The centerpiece is a
“moonshine” still, one of the forms that Mr.
' Simmons has been using in sculpture since
his exhibition last winter, “Country Gram-

Gary Simmons wants to
slow the digital express
and investigate basic
ends with basic means.

mar,” at the Margo Leavin Gallery in Los
Angeles. As in his past works, the white-

ment?”’

Inspired by American popular culture
ranging from cartoons to sports and ver-
nacular architecture, Mr. Simmons’s work
has not always been so open to interpreta-
tion. He has dealt extensively with cultural
identity and imagery in early sculptures
like ““Six-X"" (1989), ‘‘Mr. Klanman” (1991)
and “The Garden of Hate" (1992), in which
he skewered icons of racist ideology with a

__potent mix of attractiveness and repulsive-

ness in a range of media including hand-
stitched robes, a lawn jockey and a flower
bed. While those works, often room-size,
seemed to scream for attention — had there
been a musical accompaniment it might
have been a rattling, thumping fat bass
beat — Mr. Simmons cites youthful brash-
ness as the norm for any artist at the
beginning of his career. ‘You start off try-
ing to kick some shins,” he said, “and then
after a while you say, ‘0.K,, let’s slow things
down here.’ " _

Simon Watson, the director of Downtown
Arts Projects, has followed Mr. Simmons’s
work from the beginning. ‘“In Los Angeles,
in the summer of 1989, Mr. Watson said, “‘I
wandered into a gallery group show where I
saw a small, waist-level, wall-mounted alu-
minum clothing rack holding six miniature






