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Tycoon (2008), a patterned depiction
of cocktail glasses and drink stirrers. In
Simon Lee’s distinctly angular space,
each facet of the gallery’s walls creates
a unique viewing perspective. Paintings
can be taken in individually, against the
wall painting backdrop, or collectively,
as one installation. Armleder’s success in
transcending the boundary of the canvas
is the strength of the show. The exhibition
also includes one of Armleder’s well known
‘furniture sculptures,’” in this case a wooden
recliner precariously positioned in front
of a geometric canvas. The relationship
between object and background is a
continuing exploration for Armleder, who
has investigated the obfuscation of support
and structure in previous works.

Known for a chameleonic relationship

however, are the titles of his canvases,
which are drawn from the long and
laborious Latin names of various common
and not-so-common plants and herbs, such
as Asclepias tuberosa, the title of a small
but powerful canvas resembling a sparkling
open wound.

Hungagainstan Ikea-worthy wall painting
of golden eggs, this visual composition
resonates with the show’s effective, if
unlikely, pairing of dangerously kitsch and
powerfully expressive.

Charlotte Bonham-Carter

JOHN M. ARMLEDER, Sunny Side Up (FS), 2008. Acrylic on can-
vas and wood recliner, dimensions variable. Courtesy Simon Lee
Gallery, London
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