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THE CONDO EFFECT

New York based artist George Condo is a world unto
himself. A contemporary of Keith Haring and Jean-Michel
Basquiat, he made his name in the early 1980s, going on to
become one of the most prominent painters of his generation.

COndo's work over the last 20 years has never failed to
fascinate both art audiences and artists alike. From his early
Clown Paintings to his stylistic rethinking of past masters
such as Bosch and Picasso, Rembrandt and Matisse, he
heralds a hybridisation of art in the service of what he calls
a “new artificial realism”. For Condo believes that the
reality into which we are born is nothing but a mirage of
the mind where the actuality of life has become merged with
the fantasy of living. His Imaginary Portraits, a series
of paintings loosely based on traditional portraiture but of
characters bred out of his fervid imagination, appear at
first sight to be both beautiful incarnations and disturbing
aberrations of the human form. Stemming back to the mid-
1980s, these beings have slowly developed into what he
refers to as Pod People and are indicative of an alternative
reality linked to the darker recesses of his subconscious. Half
paintings, half cartoons, they reflect a fusion of the interior
with the exterior self in a manner that spills out and seeps into
the fabric of our everyday lives.

Condo explains. “It is in that
sense that | call myself a realist. If you are standing on a ranch
in the middle of Montana and you hear the thunder of hoof
beats on the horizon, you don't expect to turn your head and
see a herd of zebra charging towards you and if you do, then

they are probably really there.” >
410 ANOTHER MAGAZINE

orge
CONDO

ot

LS %&& (( )&

M
12 BERKELEY STREET
LONDON W1J 8DT
T +44 (0) 20 7491 0100
F +44 (0) 20 7491 0200
INFO@SIMONLEEGALLERY.COM

SIMON LEE GALLERY LTD
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND 4316341
GB 788 061 692



12 BERKELEY STREET

LONDON W1J 8DT

T +44 (0) 20 7491 0100

F +44 (0) 20 7491 0200
INFO@SIMONLEEGALLERY.COM

SIMON LEE GALLERY LTD
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND 4316341
GB 788 061 692

































$ I "#$
%&&' (( )& %+



