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21 SHAW I CONVERSATION WITH ANDY NOLOEN

Jim Shaw’s current
exhibition at Simon
Lee, The Whole:

A Study in Oist
Integrated Movement,
sees Shaw continue to
expand and evolve his
construct of Oism. Oism
is a religion invented
by Shaw in 2000, which
he has exhibited in
various stages over

the last few years,
including a large survey
at PS1in 2007.

Prior to this Shaw spent a number
of years working on dream drawings and
dream sculptures, seen in London at Emily
Tsingou in 2006. Other major projects
have been the Thrifl Store Paintings, Shaw's
collection of found paintings shown at the
ICA in 2000. Earlier, My Mirage (1986-
1991), told the story of Billy, an alter ego,
who as a pubescent discovers the joys of
masturbation and sniffing glue, then enjoys
a hippy heaven, followed by drug hell and
is finally reborn as a Christian, Jim Shaw
was a founding member of the band Destroy
All Monsters, formed with fellow artist
Mike Kelly. In the following conversation
with Andy Holden he discusses his recent
paintings, religion, movies, politics, thrift
store finds and the art world.

AH: In some respects your construction
of Oism is a very literary idea, to invent
something that has it’s own history, as
opposed to adapting and reworking
existing mythology. Itis a technique that
is used to great effect by Sci-Fi writers,
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for example Kurt Vonnegut’s use of
Bokononism in Cat’s Cradle. It allows

for a plurality of authorship, and gives a
great freedom to criticise and question
motivations and morals, however, itisa
technique uncommon in art. Could you tell
me alittle about the background to Oism
and what attracted you to taking on such an
enormous enterprise?

JS: Ilike to do things that I am not really
qualified to do, I guess. I have never read
Cats Cradle. I've read a limited amount
of fiction, most of the Chandler books,
and a lot of William Burroughs, and a
certain amount of Don DeLillo. I just read
research. I always thought of the My Mirage
series being based on Burroughs’ cut-ups.
I'had some literary aspirations without
being a good writer. I was inspired by the
Mormon story, by the Watchman, and
the Scientologists. L. Ron Hubbard
invented a whole mythology to go with a
scientific approach.

AH: How do you see the individual pieces
in a project such as My Mirage or Oism in
relation to the body of work as a whole?
Do you see them functioning as individual
canvases, or do they operate as pieces of a
larger puzzle?

JS: They are conceived as parts ofa

larger puzzle. I always think of my work

as anarrative. Eventually the book for

My Mirage will come out, maybe this year,
so that you can see all the puzzle pieces
together. There is an Oism book that came
out a few years ago but it clearly doesn’t
contain everything because I have done
more Oism since then. I've also done
another body of work in the meantime, as
well as more dream objects.

AH: In a way, as with all your projects,
Oism is specific to America. I think

I'm right in saying that the American
constitution includes something like, “one
is free to choose to practice any religion”.
This leads to a very individualized concept
of faith and an extremely heterogeneous
religious tapestry, which is very different
from the institutionalized models that exist
in Europe. I was wondering has creating
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